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Important Dates 
 
Feb. 2 - PA Day (no school) 
Feb. 6 - Kindergarten Trip: Science 
Centre 
Feb. 14 - Valentine’s Day Dance 
Feb. 14 - Term 1 Report Cards Go Home 
Feb.19 - Family Day (no school) 
Feb. 23 - School Council Meeting 

From Your Administrative Team 
 
February not only marks a month to celebrate family and 
friendships, it is also our halfway mark to the school year! At Walter 
Scott PS, we are committed to building relationships with families 
as partners in their children’s learning.  
 
Staff Professional Learning - As a staff, we continue to focus on 
professional learning around a Comprehensive Math Program, in 
particular, differentiating instruction for all students. Staff continue to 
be engaged in research based learning and activities so that they 
can support students’ skills development in math. Throughout 
January, many of our students have been using a number of 
innovative technologies to develop their understanding of 
measurement, number sense, and spatial reasoning.  Ask your 
children about the BeeBots and ProBots! 
 
Term 1 Report Cards - This month you will be receiving the Term I 
Report Card. Ongoing communication between home and school 
remains key to student success. Report Cards are just one tool in 
our continuous efforts to increase student achievement and 
celebrate our collective learning. We encourage you to continue to 
stay informed about your child’s progress through teachers’ 
newsletters, websites and work sent home. As always, we value 
your support and feedback as we strive to meet all challenges and 
opportunities with positive energy and enthusiasm.  
 
To our families celebrating the Lunar New Year this month, we wish 
you good fortune and happiness – Kung Hey Fat Choi!  
 
To all our Walter Scott families – have a wonderful Family Day 
weekend reconnecting and celebrating with your loved ones.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Andrea Welburn          Janine Franklin 
Principal                      Vice-Principal 
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Message From Our Trustee 
With report cards coming home, this is a good time of year to review your child’s 
progress and to set goals for the rest of the school year. 
  
As trustees, our goals are set out in the Board Multi-Year Plan. In the coming 
months, trustees will be reviewing and updating this plan. This process will include 
opportunities for public input, and trustees will be out in the communities talking 
about this. More information will be shared about this in the spring.  Developing 
and reviewing the Multi-Year Plan is just one of our responsibilities as publicly 
elected officials. Trustee responsibilities also include hiring the Director of 
Education, setting Board policies and the annual budget, and communicating with the public. 
  
This is a good time to learn more about the role of trustees with the next municipal election taking place later 
this year on October 22, 2018. York Region District School Board has 12 trustees, elected by ratepayers. As 
a trustee, listening and communicating with families is an important part of my role. Students, families and 
members of the public are welcome to attend and observe any public Board, Advisory or Board Committee 
meetings and to share their views with us on policy and Board governance.  
  
As we move into the second half of the year, I hope that you are seeing evidence of your child’s learning and 
progress, and finding opportunities to get involved in their learning and the life of the school.  I wish you all 
the best for a successful second term.  

French Immersion 
Information sessions for the French 
Immersion (FI) program took place at 
Michaelle Jean PS  on January 18, 
2018. 
 
FI registration began January 19, 
2018. In order to streamline the 
registration process, parents or 
guardians of Senior Kindergarten 
students entering Grade 1 in 2018, 
and wishing to enrol in the FI 
Program, can visit or call their home 
school office (where your child 
currently attends) and request an 
Office Index Card - short version. The 
Office Index Card must be signed by 
the principal of the home school. 
Parents or guardians then take this 
form, along with one piece of 
identification showing their address to 
your designated French Immersion 
school to register between January 19 
and February 9, 2018.  
 
More information is available on the 
Board’s website. 
 

 
Dressing for Outdoors 
With the colder weather upon us, students need to come to school 
dressed appropriately to play outside during recesses, including 
coats, hats, and mitts.  Being physically active during all seasons  is 
an essential part of a healthy Canadian lifestyle.  All students, 
Kindergarten to Grade 8, go outside at recess.  If your child is not 
well enough to go outside at recess, they need to stay home and 
rest until they are feeling better. 
 
Winter Recess 
We carefully monitor the weather conditions, consulting 
Environment Canada’s Weather Information Service and then 
decide when it is appropriate for students and staff to be outdoors.  
When temperatures or wind chill reach -20 degrees Celcius, we 
consider an indoor routine for recess.  When temperatures or the 
wind chill reach -18 or -19 degrees Celcius, we consider a 
shortened outdoor routine for recess.  Students are reminded to 
dress in EVERYTHING sent from home.  Staff also watch and 
remind students to zip up jackets and put on hats and boots as 
students make their way outdoors.  
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Snow Policy 
 Students are encouraged to build 
snow structures, people, statues, 
animals and to enjoy the winter 
weather in a manner that keeps all 
safe.  Students are not permitted to 
throw or kick snow at each other.  The 
snow is to remain on or very near to 
the ground. 
  
Class discussions and P.A. 
announcements are used frequently, 
to ensure all students understand this 
policy and the consequences in the 
event of failure to comply.  
  
We ask for your support in reviewing 
this with your child, keeping in mind 
the safety of the children on the 
playground is the reason for this 
policy. 

 
  
 

Drop Off & Pick Up Safety 
Student safety is our number one priority. 
We have had some situations during 
morning drop off and afternoon pick up 
where students were almost hit by cars and 
seriously injured. We have a crosswalk 
beside our parking lot.  Cars entering and 
exiting the parking lot put student safety in 
danger as they drive through the crosswalk.  
 
Please adhere to the following: 

● There are to be no cars in the bus loop between 8:15 a.m - 
8:45 a.m. and 2:45 - 3:15 p.m.  

● The bus loop is similar to a one-way street.  Please do not 
exit the bus loop through the entrance.  Use the south exit. 

● Cars that enter the parking lot before 2:45 p.m. will not be 
able to exit until 3:15 p.m. after the students have finished 
using the crosswalk and the buses have left the bus loop. 

 
Please: 

● Drop students off on the west side of Sussex Ave. so 
students don’t have to cross the street in a high traffic zone. 

● Park on a side street, walk to the school and make 
arrangements to meet your child at their appropriate exit 
door.  

● Consider carpooling or partnering with another family to 
walk to school. 

 
Should you wish to volunteer as a traffic monitor during the morning 
or afternoon arrival and departure times, please let the office know.  
 
We appreciate your continued commitment in ensuring student 
safety during pick up and drop off times.  

Kindergarten  Registration:  January 19, 2018 
  

Kindergarten Registration will commence on January 19, 2018 for the          
2018-2019 school year.  
  
Registration forms are available on YRDSB’s website: 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/Kindergarten/Pages/default.aspx  
  
Children who turn four or five years old during 2018, live within the school              
boundary and whose parents are public school tax supporters will be           
eligible to register for kindergarten. All documentation must be submitted          
and completed before your child can be enrolled. Documents required for           
registration include: 

● Birth Verification of student 
● Custody/Adoption documentation if applicable 
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● Proof of Residency of the student - two documents, one from each of the categories below showing                 
the home address; 

○ Category A - notice of tax assessment, current rental/lease agreement, agreement to            
purchase including proof of purchase provided before the pupil attends the school, or property              
tax bill, and 

○ Category B - utility bill, bank statement or other official document 
 
A kindergarten information session for parents will be held on May 10th, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. For more                  
information please visit the YRDSB website or contact the school office. Current Year 1 (Junior               
Kindergarten) students do not need to register for Year 2 (Senior Kindergarten), as they are already                
enrolled. 
  

 

 

Are you moving? 
If you know you will be moving and 
your children will be changing schools, 
please let us know as soon as 
possible.  If your plans change, your 
child always has a 
spot with us at their 
home school. 

EDSBY  
If you haven’t signed up for EDSBY, please 
contact Janine Franklin, the Vice-principal, to 
support you.  In the future, we will be using 
the platform to post our newsletter and 
announcements, communicate with teachers 
and families as well as take attendance.  
  
https://www.edsby.com/help/parents/ 
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Green Apple Grant 
We are thrilled 
to announce 
Walter Scott PS 
received a 
grant of $1000 
from the Green 
Apple program 
to use towards 
promoting 
healthy food 
choices at school.  To do this we will 
be providing each classroom with a 
basket of apples.  These apples can 
be accessed by those who need, no 
questions asked. These apples are to 
be enjoyed at school. 

News from the ECO Team! 

Sweater Day 
Walter Scott PS is teaming up with Eco 
Teams across YRDSB and turning down 
the heat at school on Monday, February 
5th. Please layer and wear a warm sweater 
to show your support in protecting our 
environment!   
 
Winter Walk Day 
Winter Walk Day is on Wednesday, February 7th.  The Eco Team is 
encouraging all families to walk to school, thus saving gas and building 
awareness of pollution in the environment.   

Call Us!  (905) 884-2693  
When your child is absent. 

  
The answering machine is always on, so you can leave a message anytime - day or 
night.  Press 1 to leave a message.  By calling, you let us know that your child is safe. 
It saves us from interrupting your day, calling you at work, trying to locate you, or 
calling all the emergency contact phone numbers to ensure your child is safe.  
  
When a child is not accounted for, we will : 

● Call home to see if the child is there, then 
● Call the parent/guardian at work/mobile, then 
● Call the emergency phone numbers, and finally (if we are unable to speak to anyone to confirm the 

child’s safety), 
● Call the York Regional Police. 

This call is a safety check; in accordance with the YRDSB Safe Arrival Policy #665. 

Lunch Drop Off 
Lunches are dropped off on the table outside the office. Be sure your child’s name is on it so they know it’s                      
theirs.  Students are called to the office if the lunch is not picked up. 

School Council 
Being a part of council is a great way 
to be involved in the school and 
community.  
 Next meetings: 

● February 23, 2018 
● April 20, 2018  
● June 1, 2018 

  
Please come out and join our 

School Council!  

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club started again on January 8th, 2018. All students are 
welcome to a FREE nutritious breakfast each morning starting at 
8:00 a.m, served by fabulous volunteers. Students are welcome to 
come, enjoy breakfast and then go outside to play.  

There is no charge as we are supported 
by a small government grant and some 
individual donations.  If you wish to make 
a donation or assist in helping to serve 
breakfast, please speak to the office.  
IMPORTANT NOTE:  
Please do not drop your children off 
before 8:00 a.m. unless they are part of 

the YMCA program as there is no supervision.  

 



 Lost and Found 

 
Please label your child’s belongings     
so that found items can be returned to        
them. Lost and found bins are located       
in the Primary and Junior/Intermediate     
hallways. Please check the bins     
before the winter break! 

School Cash ONLINE  
Our school will be accepting online payments through School Cash 
Online. School related expenses such as pizza, field trips, and 
fundraisers will be online for you 
to make payment through credit 
card or debit.  
 
Please register using the 
information in the School Package. You will need your child’s 
student number which can be found on their June Report Card. 
You can register using the School Cash Online button on the 
bottom of the school website at         http://walterscott.ps.yrdsb.ca/ 
or at https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/  
Please register as soon as possible. 
 

***Medication Alert*** 
 
If your child requires medication (e.g., 
inhaler, Epi-pen), please bring it to 
the office immediately or call the 
office to let us know you are sending 
it with your child.  
 

It is important that these medications are on hand and 
available to your child in the event of an emergency. 
We also need to complete the required documentation 
for the administration of the medication.  You can pick 
the form up from the office, or we will send it home to 
you.  Any medications sent to school must be stored at 
the school office. 

Allergies 
 
Please communicate a child’s 
life-threatening allergy to the 
school as soon as you are aware 
of it.  Please notify the office and 
your child’s teacher so that we have accurate 
records and establish the protocol to follow with 
your child.  
 
We appreciate your support in working towards 
providing a safe environment for all our students. 

Richmond Hill Carnival Weekend Highlights February 2 –4  
The Richmond Hill Winter Carnival is a weekend of affordable fun and entertainment organized by volunteers 
to celebrate the community of Richmond Hill. This year it takes place on February 2n, 3rd and 4th - come out 
and have fun! Visit www.wintercarnival.net for more information.  

● Some of the highlights are: 
● Live Musical Entertainment  
● Viking Village  
● Children’s Games  
● Nature Walk  
● Clowns and a Mime  
● Elementary School Hockey Finals  
● Face Painting 
● Pony Rides  
● Skating on The Pond  
● Big Foot Races  
● Build a Bird House  
● And much more.  

 
Where:  Mill Pond Park  
When: February 2 - 4, 2018  
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What is Arts Camp? 
  
For twenty-nine years, on the shores of a private lake in the 
Haliburton Highlands, Camp White Pine hosts a unique yearly 
camp for York Region District School Board students. Arts Camp is 
an intensive one-week immersion in performance-based and 
product-generating art programs and experiences. To ensure the 
student experience is memorable, dynamic and fun, teachers, local 
and regional artists as well as student counsellors plan and 
facilitate amazing art programs and support a unique, inclusive 
environment for campers. 250 students ranging from Grade 7 to 
Grade 12 from across York Region attend morning and afternoon 
arts-based programs augmented by other daily workshops and 
activities. The week-long camp culminates in an on-site Art 
Show/Gallery Tour and Performance Night.  
 
When is it? 
May 26th to June 2nd, 2018 
 
Registration Deadline: 
February 9th, 2018 
  
Where is it held? 
Camp White Pine, Haliburton, ON  (Transportation is offered for a fee.) 
  
Who can apply? 
Students in Grades 7-12 who are registered in a York Region District School Board school. 
  
There is no limit to the number of student applications submitted from an individual school provided that each student applicant has 
met the following 4 criteria: 
 
●      Student demonstrates positive character in the school; 
●      Student does not show significant behavioural concerns in the school; 
●      Student would benefit from an arts program in an inclusive community; and 
●      Student is prepared and mature enough to spend a week away from home. 
  
Students require parental/guardian consent as well as the endorsement of their teacher and school administrator to apply for a 
Camper or Leadership Position at Arts Camp.  
  
How do I apply for a camper position? 
The Campers Application Information Package includes comprehensive information about camp, the cost and the application 
process. Please carefully review the information before applying.  
 
How do I get to the application? 
The application process is through an online application form. Please note: Applications must be completed in their entirety in one 
session.There is no option to save and return to your application. Each application will require 10-20 minutes to complete. For 
support with your application and the online form, please contact a Camp Director:  Monica Wand (monica.wand@yrdsb.ca). For 
questions about fees, transportation and other registration information, please contact Lori Tant (lori.tant@yrdsb.ca). 

School  Bus  Cancellation  Notice 
  
To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be           
cancelled due to inclement weather, extreme temperatures and/or        
poor road conditions. In these cases, parents and students should          
develop alternate care/transportation arrangements. 
  
Since some busing schedules begin by 7:00 a.m., cancellation         
decisions must be made by 6:00 a.m. to allow time to communicate            
this message to bus drivers. Cancellation decisions will only be          
made after thorough consultation with the Safety Officers of school          
bus companies servicing York Region and are based on several          
factors including precipitation, air temperature, road conditions and        
weather forecast. 
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Please note the following; 

● A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses, vans and taxis                 
will not operate. 

● When bus service is cancelled all school tests and/or examinations will be cancelled and              
rescheduled. 

● Student trips involving the use of school buses will also be cancelled. 
● School bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather may not affecting all municipalities in York                

Region. Both the YRDSB and YCDSB operate many regional educational programs. Students            
attending these programs are transported over large attendance areas encompassing several           
municipal boundaries. This limits the ability to cancel bus service using a municipality or zone               
methodology. 

● Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements to transport              
their children to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled. If buses are cancelled in the                   
morning, they will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore students transported to school by parents               
will require the same transportation home. 

  
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television stations after 6:00                 
a.m. to receive bus cancellation information: 
  

● RADIO: 590 AM 640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM 1540 AM 1580 AM 88.5 FM 89.9 FM                     
92.5 FM 93.1 FM 94.9 FM 95.9 FM 97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM 101.1 FM 102.1FM 104.5 FM                     
100.7 FM 105.9 107.1 FM 

● TELEVISION:  CITY TV CTV Barrie CTV Toronto CP24 GLOBAL NEWS 
  
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001,              
or by following the YCDSB and YRDSB on twitter. 
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February 2018 
 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

 

 
 

 

    1              Day 3 
 

Intermediate 
Boys Basketball 
WSPS Classic 

2               Day 0 
 

PA Day 
(no school) 

 
  

 

3 

4  5               Day 4 
 

 Character 
Assembly 

8:45am hosted 
by Gr. 7 & Gr. 

7/8 

6            Day 5 
 

Pizza Day 
Popcorn $2  

 
Grade 6 VIP 

 
Kindergarten 

Science Centre 
Trip 

7           Day 1 
 

 

8            Day 2 
 

Popcorn $2 
 
 

 
 

9            Day 3 
 

Deadline for 
Arts Camp 
Application  

 
Deadline for 

French 
Immersion 

Registration 

10 

11  12             Day 4 
 

13           Day 5 
 

Pizza Day 
Popcorn $2 

 
Grade 6 VIP 

 

14            Day 1 
 

Valentine’s 
Day! 

Dance  
$2 Treats 

 
Term 1  

Report Cards  
Go Home 

15           Day 2 
 

Popcorn $2 
 

Intermediate 
Girls Basketball 
WSPS Classic 

 
 

16            Day 3 
 
Lunar New Year 
 

 

17 

18  19   
 

Family Day 
Holiday 

(no school) 
 

20          Day 4 
 

Pizza Day 
Popcorn $2 

 
Grade 6 VIP 

 
 

21            Day 5 
 

 

22           Day 1 
 

Popcorn $2 
 
 

 

23          Day 2 
  
School Council 

Meeting 
12:15-1:15 pm 

 

24 

25  26            Day 3 
 
    Intermediate 

Boys Area 
Basketball 

Tournament 

27            Day 4 
    

Pizza Day 
Popcorn $2  

 
Grade 6 VIP 

 
 Intermediate 

Girls Area 
Basketball 

Tournament 

28           Day 5 
 

Character 
Assembly 

8:45 hosted by 
Gr. 4, Gr. 6/7, 

Gr. 8  

  

 

 
 


